Four Easy Steps to Conserve Water
and Save

Indoor Technologies and Practices
Install Energy Star Certified Appliances
•
•

Certified dishwashers are, on average, 20% more
water efficient than standard models.
Certified clothes washers can potentially cut your
water costs by more than half. *

Install WaterSense Certified Fixtures
•
•
•

Water saving shower heads save the average family
2,900 gallons of water per year. **
WaterSense reduces water use for average families
by 20-60%. **
WaterSense labeled faucets save the average family
700 gallons of water per year. **

Repair Household Leaks
•
•

If each residence in Cheney saved 5-gallons per
day, the total annual savings would be 22.5 million
gallons.
Fixing leaky toilet flappers, dripping faucets, and
other leaky valves can save homeowners up to 10%
on their water bills. **

* Information gathered from EPA's Energy Star Program
** Information gathered from EPA's WaterSense Program

1

Turn off the tap. Shutting off the
faucet while brushing your teeth can
save up to 8 gallons of water. **

2

Choose the shower over the bath.
Showers use 10—25 gallons of water,
while baths use up to 70 gallons.

3

While waiting for the shower to
warm up, use a bucket to collect
the water, and use it for cleaning or
watering.

4

Compost food waste instead of
running the garbage disposal.

Cheney
Scape

Visit the City of Cheney website for more
information:

www.cityofcheney.org

A path toward water
conservancy and
efficiency

Steps to a Successful Water
Conserving Landscape

Why Should Cheney Conserve
Water?
Aquifer levels are dropping an average of 6” annually and
the groundwater elevations are not recovering. This has
led to lowered well yields, dropping reservoir levels, and
decreased water system reliability. Summer irrigation
contributes to nearly 75% of the overall peak demand.
Peak Demands are estimated to be as high as 3,200
Gallons Per Minute (gpm) during the irrigation months.

Water Conservation with
Xeriscaping
What is Xeriscape?

Xeriscaping is a type of landscaping that conserves water
through the use of drought tolerant and/or native plants
in conjunction with other water saving techniques.

A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has been formed
of community members and leaders to take a hard look
at this issue and recommend both short and long-term
solutions to Cheney’s water crisis. The TAC has identified
a Conservation Goal that represents 20% (or 640 gpm)
of the 2018 Peak Demand, in order to combat the effects
of declining aquifer levels.

Reduce Traditional Lawn Areas
•

Incorporate Xeriscaping and/or Artificial Turf.

Amend Soils
•

Encourage deeper roots and less frequent
irrigation.

Conservation Practices
Irrigation Schedule
•

Install Efficient Irrigation Systems
•

•
•
How can you personally contribute in a positive
manner to reduce the frequency of this signage at our
community's front door step? This pamphlet provides
potential solutions and conservation measures that
have been generated by the TAC and can be applied
individually throughout the community.

Utilize MP Rotator nozzles (as pictured above) for
efficient water delivery.
Install new generation controllers that take into
account weather and soil moisture content.
Utilize drip lines for trees and planter beds.

Mulching
•

Apply mulch to maintain soil moisture content.

Plant Selection
•

Incorporate native and drought tolerant plants.

Reduce peak demand during the summer months by
adopting an outdoor watering schedule. An example
could include; odd addresses water Monday,
Wednesday, Saturday. Even addresses water Tuesday,
Thursday, Sunday. Friday could be reserved as a non
watering day for everyone to allow recharging of the
city reservoirs.

Simple Practices to Help Save
•
•
•
•
•

Irrigate first thing in the morning when the air is cool.
Adjust sprinkler nozzles to avoid spraying on
pavement or other surfaces that do not require
water.
Turn off the hose when washing your car. Hoses can
waste up to 6 gallons per minute.
Practice rain harvesting to collect water runoff from
the roof that can be used for outdoor watering.
Use a broom to clean paved areas rather than the
hose.

Frequently Asked Questions
Why does the City of Cheney allow growth
when we have water restrictions?

Over-use in the summer due to watering lawns
causes a water supply issue, with necessary water
restrictions. The normal household water use does
not exceed our system capacity, and can support
more city growth.

Why can't the City drill more wells and solve
the problem?

We are drilling more wells to meet city growth, but
they won't help the water shortage in the summer
months. Our aquifer drops about 6 inches a year, and
without changes in water use habits by the residents
and the City, water restrictions are the only way to
maintain water in the aquifer.

What should you do when you see
discoloration in your water supply?
• Flush your water, either
through an outside hose or by
running only cold water in the
bathtub. Flush the water until it
runs clear.
• Call the Cheney Public Works
Department and advise them of
the brown water you are seeing.
Depending on the circumstances
they may flush a nearby hydrant
or back flush the meter.

City of Cheney Public Works Department
509-498-9293

Are we going to see increases in our water
bill rates?

Yes. To determine an appropriate and fair rate
increase, the City is currently looking at costs
associated with maintenance of wells and water lines
and methods to improve water availability in order to
calculate the necessary funding needs. A water rate
study is currently underway.

What else is the City doing to champion
water conservation?

The City has formed a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) made up of residents, the school district,
EWU staff, business and City leaders to evaluate
various water conservation measures and make
recommendations to City Council, the Cheney School
District Board and EWU. A draft report has been
completed and will be forwarded to the City in July.

I’ve heard something about a separate City
irrigation system, is the City planning a
separate system and if so where is the water
coming from?
Yes, the City is beginning to design a system which
would take a portion of the wastewater flow and
treat it to Class A standards for outdoor irrigation.

Visit the City of Cheney website for more
information:

www.cityofcheney.org

Working
to Address
Water Issues:
Discolored Water

Why do we have Discolored Water?
During the winter Cheney only utilizes two
of eight wells to meet the domestic water
demand. When irrigation season hits in April/
May all of the wells have to be operational
in order to meet the irrigation demand. This
causes sediment in the pipes to break loose.
The sediment is essentially mineral deposits
which are high in iron. This sediment causes the
water to be discolored.

The Fix: Flush the Water Delivery
System

Cheney Water System Exhibit

The solution to reducing the discoloration involves flushing
the delivery system. In order to flush the entire system,
every hydrant needs to be flushed starting from the high
zone to the low zone. To complete an all-city water flush,
approximately 400 hydrants would need to be flushed. Each
individual hydrant would needed to be flushed for up to two
hours. Having crews flush 24/7 it would take approximately 33
days to complete an all-city flush. A full city-wide flush uses
up to 1,000 gallons of water a minute. Due to current City
water conservation efforts, a flush has not been completed in
several years.
Currently, the plan is to get the re-drilled well #3 online by
late July and complete the flushing in September when the
fire danger drops off as does the peak irrigation demand.
City flushing would occur in a systematic fashion from the
reservoir out towards the wells or City limit boundary (See
flow arrows in map exhibit).

Water System Facts
Also, fixing broken
pipes requires valves
and wells to be
turned on/off which
can stir up sediment
in the system. The
discolored water is a
product of sediment
in the pipes that are
dispersed by turning
on and off valves
and wells.

